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escort over the Guasso-Ngishu Highland, where he would not have dared to risk 
his life on his first visit. The wild Kikuyu warriors were now harmless and 
several of them were among his carriers in the great steppe region east of the 
highlands. The once feared Masai were being transformed by British cultural 
methods, the Wakuafi of the Highlands lived in peaceful kraals around Fort 
Schimoni, and the Kamasia and Wasegeju returned the tinsel ornaments he gave 
them, saying their wives would not wear the worthless jewelry and preferred 
copper coin; and it was almost impossible to collect any objects of native handi- 
work, more's the pity, for they have abandoned their indigenous manufactures. 

He observed, also, that it is now easier to procure native labour ; that the black 
farmer produces more than formerly and sells his surplus, and in this way he is 
decreasing the danger of .great loss of life in famine years, as in 1898, when many 
perished. 

Mr. Kaiser's paper is filled with information. He believes that changes for 
the better will continue and that Great Britain is to be congratulated as the first 
of the Powers to prove the good and far-reaching effects upon the native popu- 
lation of a great railroad in tropical Africa. 

Heine Beobachtungen in Siid-West-Afrika. Von Dr. Sender. 

xxiii and 80 pp., 5 Appendices, and 1 Map. Hermann's Erben, Hamburg, 
1906. (Price, M. 1.80.) 

The writer spent four weeks in the country, presumably in 1906, though his 
book does not make this point clear. Landing in Luderitz Bay, in the southern 
part of the colony, he went inland about 200 miles to Keetmanshoop, from which 
place he travelled north, partly by automobile through Gibeon to Windhook, the 
capital, and thence by rail to Swakftpmund and Walfish Bay, stopping at several 
points on the way. On his long land journey he saw most of the regions where 
Germans are officially stationed or have settled. He interviewed everybody, farm- 
ers, merchants, officials, and soldiers, and noted their opinions and needs. He 
visited the schools, observed the development of the settlements, farms, and in- 
dustries, and drew some conclusions, though his time for thorough investigation 
was certainly limited. 

In his opinion, the mining and cattle industries will prosper. Though his 
remarks on the natives are somewhat cursory, he thinks they may be utilized as 
work people. He outlines the transportation system that, in his opinion, the 
colony needs and believes that the harbour of Luderitz Bay may be adapted for 
shipping without great difficulty or excessive cost. The first 56 pp. are given to 
a description of the country, as he saw it, and 28 pp. to his conclusions. The 
appendices are short papers on the economic value of the southern part of the 
colony by the author, and on railroads, education, geology, etc., by residents of 
South Africa. The book is a substantial and a thoughtful addition to the liter- 
ature on German South West Africa. 

Beitrage zur Klimatologie und Hydrographie Mittelamerikas. 
Von Dr. Alfred Merz. 96 pp., Appendix, Map, and Diagrams. C. G. 
Naumann, Leipzig. (1907.) 

A thorough study of the data relating to the climate and hydrography of 
Central America. It is chiefly based upon the publications of Sapper, Hann, 
A. B. Davis, Pittier, Mierisch, Moritz Wagner, Harrington and the full records 



